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The. President opened the session, pledging to the 
Congressmen that there would be two two -hour briefings held 
for the GOP Conference before Lincoln Day, . One dealing with the 
budget and economic policy; the second with Revenue Sharing and 
re organization. 

Also, special conferences would be held to brief the full 
GOP on health and other major messages and proposals. 

On the 25th of February, said the President, will come 
the State of the World message which will the "most important 
foreign policy document of any government in 1971. 11 
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Kissinger 


Then came Kissinger: When we took over there were 
300 "casualties** (I am sure he meant U. S. dead) a week. Now the 
average is 35 a week. There were 550, 000 men in : South Vietnam; 
there will be 280, 000 by May, In April the President will make a 
further announcement about his tropp withdrawal program. 

What is important to remember is that we are not involving 
ourselves in another war Americans are coming home from Vietnam 
at the rate of 12, 500 a month. 

As for Cambodia, we are not taking thousands out of 
Vietnam only to slip them in by the tens into Cambodia. 

The Americans at the. Phnom Penh airport were there 
to inspect the damage from the enemy attack, to estimate the 
replacement need, in choppers and other military equipment under 

our, MAPP program. They came in for that purpose and went out. 

That was it. 



2 


Under our policy there will be no ground advisers, no 
ground combat troops in Cambodia, 

The purpose of our activity is to prevent the reestablishment 
of the base sanctuaries cleaned out by the Cambodian operation. 
Kissinger noted that prior to Cambodia 85 percent of the enemy 
supplies for the war in South Vietnam came through Sihanoukville, 

10 times the lowest estimate and four times as high as the highest 
intelligence estimate. 

Our success in Cambodia has helped to effect a cut-off of 
their re-supply by sea. Everything now comes overland down the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail. Now, in the dry season, they are moving their arms 
and equipment and men down the Ho Chi Minh trail, much as a rock 
moves through a sock. Right now, the great bulk is in Laos; soon, 
it will be moving into Cambodia. As for air sorties, we fly an 
average of 400 a day -- 350 of these in Laos and 50 in Cambodia. 

When the bulk of enemy re- supply moves into Cambodia, the number 
of sorties there will correspondingly rise, anf those in Laos diminish. 

As for Route 4, the United States flew some eighty sorties 
in ten-to-twelve day battle, averaging about nine a day. 

Our purpose is to prevent the four North Vietnamese divisions 
from re-establishing their sanctuaries, to continue our withdrawal 
program without having the remaining vulnerable U. S. troops exposed 
to massive enemy attacks from the sanctuary. 

Thanks to our Cambodian operation, there has been no major 
military offensive by the enemy in the Southern region of Vietnam 
since May. 


The critical thing is not to focus on this or that news 
report -- but to look at the trend, a trend away from involvement, 
a trend that brings 12, 500 Americans home every month. 

The President then got up and said last night at the 
Congressional receiption, a woman 11 in a funny hat came up to me 
and said,. Mr. President, why don ! t you get us out of Vietnam. n 
n I told her, Madamn, we are getting this country out of Vietnam; 
it was your administration that got us in. 11 (Applause from the 
entire room.) 
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The President noted, that as he indicated in his June 30 
statement, there was no American air support of South Vietnamese 
units that were completing their clean -up job in Cambodia, after 
American units were withdrawn. That pledge was kept. The 
President also pledged that the United States would take whatever 
action necessary to protect the remaining American troops in 
Vietnam, vulnerable because of American withdrawal of combat 
troops; and we are keeping that pledge. 

We will continue to block enemy activity, with air power, 
which threatens to jeopardize our remaining men in Vietnam. 

The purpose of everything we are doing is to assist us 
to leave Vietnam, and to strengthen the South SZIetnarxies e to stand 
on their own feet. 

Stand up, the President told the Congressmen, for the 
right of the President of the United States to use American air 
power to defend American men in South Vietnam. 

Again, the President, said, there will be no American 
ground combat forces in Cambodia. We n are not going to be dragged” 
into any war in Cambodia. 

Everything we are doing in Southeast Asia is being done 
to extricate the United States in such a way as to give us not just 
three or four years, but a full generation of peace. 

The President 


In a closing peroration of fifteen minutes which brought 
a standing ovation, the President toldfthe Congressmen, let ! s 
face it gentlemen, there have been two characteristics of us as 
a party that have hindered our efforts to become the first American 
Party. One is that as a party we could never compete with the 
Democrats on who wanted to spend more. I think we have been 
responsible, but let us face it; they are the ones who come off 
as wanting to do more for the people as a result. 

Secondly, look back at our great victories in the last 
quarter century -- 1946 when we took over the Eightieth Congress, 
1952, the Eisenhower landslide which brought us to power in Congress, 
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1968 when we won the Presidency again. In each of those elections, 
Republicans won because we were against the ins. n Had enough’ 5 -- 
remember that theme from 1946, Milt (Young). In 1952, it 
was n the mess in Washington. " In 1968 it was crime and Vietnam 
and carrp us anarchy and riots. Those are the only times in my 
political lifetime we have prevailed -- and we have prevailed 
because, basically, we were the 11 against" party. 

That is one reason why, gentlemen, we have controlled 
the Congress for only four out of the last forty years -- and the 
Democrats have had it for 36. This ’’aganst” psychology has taken 
such root in Republicans, because the others have controlled power 
for so long, that even when Republicans take power in the White 
House, the fellows on the Hiil find it comfortable to be against us. 

Now for the first time since Teddy Roosevelt, it is we 
who have the initiative, we who stand for sweeping change, we who 
stand for restoring power to the people -- and the other side on 
Capitol Hill has suddenly become the party of the Status Quo. 

"We have a better idea” this time. We have the idea 
that people are for. We ought to carry our case to the country 
on that basis. 11 They 1 re for things as they are. 11 

For the first time since TR, the President, said, we have 
the initiative as a party -- let’s not lose it now. 

The President urged, however, that in fighting for our 
new initiatives, the Republican Administration initiatives, we will 
not, repeat not, m&eke this a partisan issue. We are not interested 
in issues in 1972 -- we are interested in action in 1971. 

We now have the new ideas, the new program, the new 
initiative as a party and Administration -- let’s not lose it. 

(Standing Ovation). 
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